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What better night than this, the longest of ik yaar,
and almost the eve of Chanukah, the festival of fghts,
for a Jewish congregation 10 seck a new source of eneryy
fur its Ewernal Light, above the Holy Ark?

Tonighi, Temple Emanuel in Lowell wil! ae jus
that, Jedivaling what may be the fiest solar-powercd
Eternal Light in u synagogue.

Consisting of an automobile dome bulb affized to
the synagoguc’s wraditional brass lamp, 1t is wiced 10 bat.
teries which are charged on sunny days by an array of
olut panels on the temple roof. The system replaces a
kuib thal ran on ordinary house current, which is ihe
midern-day replacemient for the olive lamp of historc.
Judaism. -

As Thomas Edison said of his invention of tha e
tric Niaht, this effort was the product of a small amount
of iispizaswn a whote 1ot of perspreation,

Ralbi Everett Gendler, who alse is Juwisk chaplun
a Phiilips Acedemy in Andover, takes credit fo; the
idea. i

it grew from his musines about lghs and the su,
"how the run is & symbe! of divine power and the way it
sustains us,” he recalled. That led o thoughie about di-
miLishing petroleum supplies, auclear polivtion and
eveh how the Uraditional fuel ot an Eternal Loph, olive
oil, is the product of o natural sviar-energy collietne an
olive trec. “Svinbohcully it seemned fogical to estubiish a
eloser relationship w the sun,” Gendlor szid, “and [ had
keard alnut phiotovoliaie cells.”

These eclls, first developed 1o turn senlight into
electricity aboard spacecraft, are undergoing deveiope
ment by enivetsitios ane a number of private ciles pris-
es, including it feast three subsidiaries of magor oil com.
panies, in an offort te reduce their price.

Through clectiachemistry, they capture the sun’s
rays and convert them inta tiny amounts of power winicl,
ean be stored in batteries [or bater use.

Gendler rcdited tus thoughts e Gibert Reasder, 5
Temple Enanuel member wha 1. o Jdita winadysi ul b
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Nottheast Solar Energy Center. Roedor enlisted Solomon
Zwerdling, directer of research and development there,
W help nim higure out what parts were needed and how
oy znsembic them.

From ike Arco Soler Co. in Chatsworth, Calil, a sub-
sidiary of Atlantie-Richiield Oud, came the two solat pan-
els, vach nine inches wide and 42 inches leag. which were
nisuated facing due scuih oa the temple roof Tuesday
nizht. While the pancls carry a list price of 3300 each.
they carce at a discount through friends of Temple
Emuauel. '

And from the ESBE-Wisco Batiery Cn. of Raleih.
N.C. came u donation of two heavy-duty industrial stor-
age hatteries which new are tueked behind the organ in |
the tenaple sanctuary, coliceting the enerev from th
parels ty keep the Eteraal Lipht burning steadily do
v ndght.

TOF ctaise nane of s juocost ffepriva” Rucder
Sald, estimating its vaiue at about $'109%0 “But this 15 a
very mportant light Lulbk, small theigh i moy be, 2no
VS i an clegant way 1o keep b prang’

In tonight's servier sturting a €, Gendler plans to
tirst light & traditivnal olive oil laip, then use hand.
roiled beeswax canales to light a soven-branch menoran,
and =nly then turn on e solar-powe=ed Eternal Light

The sequence of these different fhrms of encrgy, he

said, is meant to be syretolic of the stages of illumination
of human bives, buth physically und spiritually.
- “Llike to think of the elive as a very fine early solur
collector,” Gerdler said. “But one membur of iny congre-
gaticr did cemark, 't g0 slong with ol this, yes, but
please don’t try substituiing the battery for the clive in
ney mertinl'”
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