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Senior Sermon
Sidrah BO
(for delivery January S5, 1957)

All of us well know, both from eur own experience and from reports, that

thers are many natural phenomena which have the capa.city to impress, to

frighten, even to terrify human beings. Even those of us comm e

York City ean know the effectx of jagged lightning rending the very hegvens
themselvas, of thunder ominously rumbling or more °x91°51“1¥i889rt1;,¢
itself), mut(Fale winds seiging xx and thrusting us sbout Wilfully, yet

unreasonably es it seems, are not outside our experience; and even the

N

terror of a hwricane is withinv our ken, And while these occurrences may
events in other parts of

not be so dramatic as dbmoomuckoniimommcenotn
the World—-the periodic mass invasion of Eastern lands by swarms of lacusts
nhich dermde the countryside of all growth and lay utterly bare the face of
the landj or the earthquake which grinds and tilts the very ground upon
shich we stand—eyet they are sufficient to frighten and alarm us. And
thoughtl;ﬁ sheer force mixioex accounts for some of thelr impressiveness,

at least part of it is dus to their infrequency, the rarity of their

ocourrence.

There is, howevery within the regular,mment ardor of nature one
phenomenon which also has this capacity to sober, perhaps even to frightenm
hukan beings, and vhich does so not mightily but softly as it were. 1 refer
to the »event. of nightfall, to that descent of darkness which We Qmeﬂence
so regularly as a part of our lives, Now I do not mean to exaggerate its
effect upon us, I doubt thag, any of us reacts to the night as did the author

of the ancient Egyptian Hym to the Atons

"¥hen thoug settest in the western ho T
ge lagd is hian darkness, in the mann:izg?death. :

_ ey sleep a roomy, with heads wr \
Nor sees one eye the other. apped -

se00

Darkness 1; a8 shroud, and the earth 1s in stillness.*




|

foreboding glodm is not exactly exprossive either of the tradiy

Such

Jewish or the modern seoular reaction to darimess. And yet we mst, 3
ains in the deseripti

admit that some element of truth rem : s Tiption, For darknes,

hidey cut off, shroud, gs it werey tth!‘emty that, g

does conceals
gs does obliterate the surroundings, does ddsconneet

Darkne

with our sensess &
e 2]
presented to our eyes» does crea 4 senge of iﬁolaum

us from the reality

\nich is nob merely superstition but perceptible #acte Perhap ng oy
r

event of nature, no matter how forcefud or mighty 1t may bey can &
Seriously
challenge our senee of existence. '
Small wondery then, that darkness car arrest our attention; mmall wnder

that men throughout the ages have been fascinated by it. And we can re
most
understand vhy, in this week's Sidreh, our omn attentlon might have b:mngly

drarm to that ¥ery brief passage of oenly three verses which describes the
ninth plague, the plague of darkemss, In quantity the description of this
plague is not mchy, Unlikek the other plagues, it has fn introduction &£
any kind: no discussion between the Lord and kféaés, no commnication between
Voses and Pharosh, It is commanded, realized, and its impact recorded.in the

space of three verses, the least space accorded any of the ten plagues.
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And the Iord said unto Moses: 'Stretch out thy hand
?\iie'm e darimess over the land of Egypt, even darkness e mﬂzas &
tﬁm’: And ¥oses stretched fabth his hand toward heaven; md thers
anoth darkness in all the land of Lgypt three daysy They sa¥ m: 2?
B« ery neither rose any from his place for three daysj gt
Aldren of Israel had 1ight in their dwedlings.
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ward heaven, thab
to be

That is the deécription in its entirety. No more space is requiredk .
Micient wito 4t 15 the darkness thereof, The resonance within each of
< ; :

¢2n be depended upon to complete in ids fullness the message of the texte

1" bre oew 67 . Pk o 1t



Yet, having placed the text before us, certain other elements come to oup

attentions For the text contains not only darkness but lights
photing e 99 g w2 Lof

wat, a1l the children of Israel had light in their dwelling,,

Light we have also, bub hardly clarity, For the retPis noticed sonetyyy,
we

is description, The darkness ad the Lgn are not

P“"m about th
separated gebgraphicallys wnlike the other plagues; the ling oo Avision 44

not, between Egypt and the land of Godhen, the residence of the Jews, 'yyp e
remarkss ¢ ' % .M?UH? 2Nk py
o[> 2ho | [0 Rica .
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Here is not written 'land of Goshen,! as with the other plagues,
which confirms the rabbinic statementt 'This plague differed from every
other, for even when the Israslite was in the house of the Egyptian,

light was with him,
Suddenly the focus is shifted, It is no longer possible to constwms

this passage as describing only the sunlight and shadows of the external
worldy for in that dimension of existence it is not possible for two men
to stand next one mother, the one Bathed in light, the other shrouded in

darkness, Clearly something deeper is suggested, and the rabbis, with their
genius for using events of nature to illuminete the inner life of man, guide

us in perceivéng what this deeper significance is.
eadl el 12'Lhad ~iQ,b

darkness-—that their eyes and their hearts were overcome by darkness
Not only darimess of the eyes but darkmess of the heart; a lack oi vision
at the deepest human level; the fallure.of the heart, the true organ of
vision, to see~—this is the only possible explanation of the uncammy
spectacle of two men standing beside one another, the one knowing light,

the other cast in darkmess,



Intriguing, and yet unsatisfyings intriguing in that all of us sure)

1 ave knowny very likely do know, some degres of iméx darimess which

carmot but be of concern to usj =nsetislying in that the nature of gy, irney

A
supiiess and mer 1igat 1s as yet welagr, T N

gt 15 the muomOOnnk cause of the darkness and the 8ource of g u@t’
a

To these questions too the rabbis addressed thepeelves, The i

darkness?m 3029 o 172 ‘7?]"') 'FQ‘ DK‘)\ I(P—’(Q,h ) ‘

f& h?
o> PV, M 2 e PPy
Note wells 'Ihe Holy Ona, Blessed He, does not exact m
the wicked except by darkness,
The path of the ri@teoua is ﬂ.llmned by light. the way of the wicked
is doep darimesss

'mat 15 to sw, the cause of inner darkneas 1s that ray of lire, that '

; i outlook which cuts one oi‘f &'om tha sense of the Divine in the Univarso. :
| R And ‘thia assartion 15 not mere]y a ahallow mralizing about Iickndnesa or

badness ‘l'n my commional sanse. J Bat.her is it a reanzation that in the
turax_ofg things'there are attimdea mmu of nmg which do cut. off

mrk in ﬂu wrld, M:

N y QJ (i . P s , ARG N
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. Perhaps the darkness of Egypt was that very darkmess which 1s descridbed
in Psalmss He has made darkness His hiding place,

‘ ‘Having followed the rabbinic analyuis this far, I suapact that we cen.
on our mm, answer t.he remai.n:mg quest:lon conceming the source of the light,
‘ For AL f.he cause of darknass be the hiddenhesa of God, aurely the source of
light will be the Presence of uod throngh Torsh, And indeed the rabbis

ere quite explicit about thiss ‘ ‘
| fle7 190, mw? e 9 Jou w dof
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'butallthehﬂdmoflamlhadli@tintheirmningn' in that
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So concluded the rabbinic exegesis of that brief passage in s‘,ﬁptm.

For it speaks of 1ight, but provides us none ourselves, 14

satisfying. .
aklofﬂltmimtim, but seems to leave us ummm.d&k”ﬂer,
spe
For 1t was not only thab generation 1a BPY Wich kNe¥ darigegs, xary

r , ;
soectrganet every age has its darknoss, B €768 ¥ hmhin&

mﬂwpmdmrypmonlmmanbstanthnuW’oz

foar, of Tummuatcouctictiidyx of desperate confusionj and for the living
it is not sufficient to know that previous ages received illumination ang

guidance, We ourselves want illdkination for our own lives, It remains,

then, for us to see how, more concrethjy and more specifically, Torsh may

that
grant us/1ight Yy which to see wwan in this day ang age. And since our

Sidrah this week is primarily occupled with a series of events largely
soc’iatalinnamro-_—ppooph'on the move, soclal upheaval, the tottering

of an empire, unrest; confusion, fearewe too might well tum our attention
to this aspect of owr lives today, the societsl in the largest sense. It is
mtthcunlyaowceofthe_mmsauhidlvelmorinmlins, but it surely

does account for some of our fears, owr uncertainties,
‘itselfl A
And well it might, For our age, a8 we well know, is/a time of tremendous

uphosvals, mdxciwsmx crises, shifts in powery and in our owm time we have
seen a nearly complete overturning of the political power order previously
known, Itmhmndonothmtoﬁtforwam
emplosion to tilt the earth sixteen degrees on its axis, as a colorful
campaigner suggested during the recent electionsy The earth, if I am not
mistaken, has already shifted some sixteen degrees on its axisg, has shifted

perceptibly and significantly eastward, toward Asia and toward Africa and

the near-East, It has shifted from the abode of millions to the abode of

billionsy in startling fashimm, and I think all of us moxwioex at some level




are aware of this and troubled by it.
The si@’ are ‘]l mlmd us. Ix A conference el some obscure m

- Adenly oqum, and Pel‘h@’ surpasses in w%. e
town Colombo

ional poldtical convention in this grest 0ommtrye For that matten,
nat the pride of our Western °1'11‘llation, 1s

almost wholly by fecples formerly subject to the COMNNds of he yypy,
powers, In theUN itself, the oreatien largely of Western statesmanenip,
the Buropean oriented powers ean no lomger take for granted an automatie
majoritys former auhjeat poopiei vote against their former masters and
carry the day!  Almost daily these amasing facts force themselves upon

use
individual .
And ook at the/leaders of these mwoclmyxmx nations, “ithout exaggeration
we can say that most of them were formerly agitators against Western powers
which controlled theiw pecplés, snd many of them have spent substantial

in jailse
Need one name more than Sukarno of Indonesia or

portions of their livao}
Nehru of India %0 make the point? And suddenly these men, ex-convicts as
1% were, are world leaders,figures to be reckened with; and one of them

is almost certainly more influential tham any single Western statesman,

not excluding our own president.
These are but instances of what is happening in our world today, of the

situation we face,

T W D A e AL )
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ImrtptisscEmrtomoreatomtts And the grest shift has hardly begwun,

Already we can feel it, jmck that is true, But Asis is hardly ten yearmg old,
after all, s mere child on the world scene, with mach growhh shead, Africa
is really not yet born, though it can be felt thrashing in the wosb, And
in even 30 brief a chronicle as this Latin America should not be omitted,
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for though barely concoived; its time will come too, ang 4, not
o roly cc :

80 ¢
north like to think, o orp

ag vo in the colassus of the |
It is &an amazing period of history in which we Yo msuﬁed. |
e - . .
wﬂ ad wdcrstandably friphtening. And % : s ¥
?
prtotal vedoes SoTIous Raglp
A prominent French ¢ vi A
oar 42 cextain power blocs can wield 80 Much ! W
the
a polite way of s&ying that democracy isn't so mch Y
pow that the West is outwoted from time to time, Another mportant, Prengy

official, less polite, stateg that his countryts policy wil ] B

tndgeq,

s of

determined by people who have only recently achieved the cultural “aﬁ; ut
barbarians, Jfumk An extremely important figure in our owm comtry reg;,md,
to a guestion about the split in the western alliance in these termss
“the vhite race" undoubtedly is going to "hang together® in world affaﬂ.fs;
These, 1 think, are typical voices, voices which do express part of what
we feel; but wo must note that they are voices which des the world as
essentially in conflict, which see their own interests thpeatened by this

upsurge of formerly subjugated peoples. In short, they are voices which
speak out of darimessj which see chaos, danger, destruction, and respond

accordingly, ‘
Now not for a moment would I suggest that there is not much confronting

us about which we might well be apprehensivg § neither would I deny that there

d
a snobinriecienndns Bt T woul
13 a componenttkof dariness in our situationd

& an dariness,
assart that in the world today thera is infinitely more Mght th

| recisely
-mxéﬁore czuse flor rejolcing than for despair, and that i dsp

. for this
the 1ight of Torah which ¢an reveal this to ug, For in our Sidrsh
week Torash 4s explicitly defined in one aspectt

po2 P h b fant
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sh of the Lord may be in thy mouths that
Lord brought thee out of Egypt." Witk a strong

1s it not this, after all, which is truly afoot in the world todayr he
se
of us endowed vith the tradition of Torsh, which constently reming, . ot
( tion from bondage
A ?'73“ J\w" of our own redemp i » must, surely
it o
recognize in all these catadlysns thab Very spir r@denption at work
in the world. Is the emergence of Asia simply a threat, % Vostery
oivilization? Perhaps, though 1t surely need not bes But w, T——

-}
case, is it mt far more profoundly another group of peopde eXperiencing
the begimings of their liberation, of their omn o5V j\(('}' after soms
130 years of \20L » servithde? Is it not in reality the mnifestation

of the Lord of History extending His domain $ctively to the far corners of
The frail man in the loin c¢loth who without hatred or violence

nthat the Tor
hand hath the

the earth?
led a revolutionf his fellow prisoner and successor who now leads a great

nation—--shave we a more striling example in our day of
09102 dp1s 1o, 0o by
up them that are bowed down®

tthe Iord looseth the prisoners, the lord rais
from Xndia, Indone#ia, even Kenya and S.W.Africa

And what of the students who come to this country to leam,/so that they may

take control of their own destinies? They will have no more of Western
domnation, but shall we see it then as darkmess? Is it noi another
inspiring example of the beginnings of self~assertdon Soward St fumes

dignity? 1Is it mot another instance of the spirit of redemption sbroad pom




outside
we need not look/fxkimnoddont our own borders to gee this

For what in American political Wimkweyxmuy op -

are with the phenomenon of lontggmery, Alabemg, vhere ty
e
with great dignity, without malice, gy

Actuallys
gpirit ab worke

history can comp
domtrodden and the oppressed,
achieved new rights for themselves with the help of that gregy Power of
Redemption which is active in the universe? If WO qan yyy Tealize tpgy
this is vhat is happening in the world todays, perhaps we ghall gee Somovhat,
more light, And though our own yswommckk comfort may no longer bame so i
(for how long, after all, will the peoples of the world be content to see
valuable resources channeled toward providing Americans with a new yearly

indulgence in the shape of an auto two inches longer, shorter, highér, or
Jower depending on the year), perhaps we shall know some consolation in
the recognition that others are mmonpdaodomux begimning to feel like
dignified human beings created in the image of their llakaré

To sece the world darkly in this day ang age can only mean that we have
lost the light of Torsh, that we are no longer capable of recognizing at
first hand instances of our ovn supreme ichooncimxmomtk religious-historical
evant,)) '3, the redemption from bondsge.  mbchomgiocictmeckiuis

Sxboosextwx And this is tragie not only

part, But for the eccompanying loss of the abili

to challenges, Commenying on the passage in this wee
thbbr vic wp KA Ve hie Qe k2 <K

n
"they saw not one man his brother, neither rose any fram his place®s

ty to respond constructively

k's Sidrap

Babbi Isasc Meir of Ger remarked:

"He who will not look at his brother will soon come
He wil) cleave to his place and not be able to move

to thist
from it."



is the case, If we can but seec ome another we shall km'hw“

Truly that
415 Mok todsys if not, we shall remain selfysy,

rggpond to the eris
and shall surely perishe
onp thing we camot dispense VLTI Bub not 4o gy

ymuobilizeds T0 look et and lnow oy fellow

nen---that i’ me
ing things we want) not to 10% them atmyy o

simply as peoplo GFOPP
primitive poople who haven't the ompacity to apprecidte the finbey thingg
of Western civilizationj not even to lmow tho most aggressive of S
gimply evil aggressors, the position we all too often take, But rather
to lmow them as children of Gody as creatures who, like ourselves, embody

the Divine image; to see in their struggles and strivings, even those
directed against us, the expression of that Bivine urge toward redemption
which is the heart of historyt that is the peth wnd thewsy which ylelds
light,

We szbove all peoples are blessed in imheriting a traditon of Torah which
has as its central awareness God the Redeemer manifesting Himself in history.
In this age as in previous sges it is our most valuable pessession, for by
this light we oen look at the world searchingly and truly and yet see light;

with this we may penefrate the darkmess and live, ' In thewords of the

Psalmists
- 2] T’”‘P P''h P NY'S

For with Thee 1s the source of life
And it is by Thy light that we do see light.
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