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81dnhBO 

(tor deliw17 JIII.IUr7 S, 19$1) 

All of u well know, both trom eur om ~erienc• am trcm report., th&\ 

there are ll8DY' natval phenomana 'Whicb ban the capac1.ty to biPr•n, te 
· · to terrify human beings. EYen those of ua OOna1Pt4 to •• 

frighten, e-ren . . . . . _ 
'roitc City- -.i. m• the e~£eota o~ Jaa•d_ lightning rending the ._J7 heP9U 

t.heJUelw•, 0 ~ thlmder ominous~ J"Wllbling or more eJEplosiveq _ •••~ 

itself,. ma&{jale winds 1eilf1nl • and tbru~ing us about ~. 1ft 

. unreasonably as 1't seems, ara not outside our aperienceJ ·~ enm the 
' . ' 

terr.or ct .a hwricane is 'Within our ken. . And ldl!le these ·occurrences llaJ' 

not be so ,<1rM1atic aa Dw1pw1,l1tAl~•••••+l1-l1u+S11 events in other pa.rte ot 

the 110rld-tbe . periodic mass invasion ·.of Eastern landa b.r swarms of lecuata 
. - . . . 

which denude the oountryside ot all growth abd lay' utterq bare the face ot 
, I • • • -

the land; o_r the earthquake whieh gr1nda and tilts the ver-y . ground upon 
• • • · ,• • ' I ... • • • °'.' • • • 

. which we sta.ncl-,,..y.et the,- are suf.f'ieietit to frighten and alarm us. An4 
- · ·their . - . .' . 

though/- . sheer !?re~ ,, -~·••·· account·s £,or 80IIl8 of . their . iq>resaiveness, 

at ;eaat part 0£ it .1, due to ·· t,heir ~quency, . the ran ty- ot . their 

' ocou.trenee. 

!hen ia, however, 'Within the regular,reourrent .... ol ...... .. 
, . . . . . 

· phenoD1Snon which aleo has this capacity to .so~r; perhaps even to trighten 

huJlan beings, and 'Which does 80 not mightily_ but softl1 as it 11ere. 1 .refel" 

to the . nent of nightfall; to that dncent of darlmess which 119 ~zperience 

ao regularly as .a part of our lives. . No• I do . not mean to e:uggeraw its 
. ' . . 

.... 

effect upon. us~ ' I doubt that. 8f1¥ ot ua res.eta to the nigb\ u did. the author 

ot the ancient Joptian )bnn to the Atona · 

'lben tbOUS satteet :ln the weatem bori1on, · · 
'l'be land 18 1n darkness, in the manner of death. · 
'lhe;r aleep 1n a room, With heads wrapped up, , 
lor ~ae• one e7e the other. . . 
•••• 
Darlme11 1, a ~oud, and the •artb 1a in at!lln• ... • 

I 
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bo
d4 .. ,. glola 18 not exact.13 apl'011aiw either ot the t.nds.M-... such fore ... .., · . .._.... 

.a.1.9 modern eeoular reaotion to darknaH. And ,.~ • -,, 1 tht-1.. Jewish or 1 .. u . . . . ---. 

. l ent or truth remainS the _ dasoriptlcn. lar "-'---
admit that some e em . . . . - ..... 

. . . cut ort, shroud, as it -.ere, _the .rea11~~ that we know 
tt.,es conceal, h~de., ·· • 

. . Darkness does obliterate the sUlToundinga, doe1 diaooaneot 
with our senses. . . . · 
· · · es does create a •ena 

us n:,om fihe realitT pr.sented to our fl¥ , e ot iaolattcn 
which is not Jll8Nl.7 eupersti tion but perceptible tact. Perhapa no o'-i-

~ent · ot nature, no matter how torce.!ul or mighty it mq be, can 80 

challenge our eenee o! existence • . 

&mall wonder, then, that darkness oar. un,st our at~tionJ snaU 11>ndar 
' ' ' 

that men throughout the ages have been fascinated 1v' it. And we can raadiq 
mats~ 

understam lily, in th~~ week's Sidrah, our own attention might haT8 baetJ/ 
' ' 

dnmn to that ',eJ7 brie.t' pa.esage of ?nly three verses mich describes the 

ninth plague, the :p~s.gue ot darl<l3Qs. In quantity t.~e description of this 

plag-ie is not mu.e~ .Unlik~ the other Pl8.o~es, it has r.o introduction U 
- ' , . , . . ' 

' . ' ' ' 

LTIT kind: no discussion between the Lord and lk>ses, no coJIC'llmication betnen 
' ' ' .,. ' ' ' ' ' .. ' 

li>ses and ~aroaht . lt is commanded., realized., and its i!Jpact recorded in the 
• - • ' ' I t 

e-pe.c~ ot tnne verses, the least space accorded arq o! the ten pia,ae-. 
' ''llrl ~re {r( l"r, •i)'f f ' ((Q,i) d4 r~ · ~(iJ ;,t,11 /k '9 "'"'' 

. ~r~rc .. r~h .,,,,, f ffQ,i) fr \1' ..fire ' I Q,rf 6'/ • rt t,IV~, 

· ll<lf r II I' b I c ./II c e, 'IC '", lfJ: . \'' ~' .M,r.., f ) 3~ lf c i,? 
. P..h?tl tt? . >rrc ~•9 . .fr,v ~? .[,fr P'N' _pe,fi 1·.h~1'tt Q,•l 

· . · · · · that 
And the Inrd said unto Jbses a , Stretch out thy h.311d tow:ird hea:• be 
th.ere ma,- be darkness over the land of Fgypt, even darmess m 'IM1 a 
felt.' And Moses stretched la;jJth his hand toward heaveni md 'there was 
thick darkness 1n all the land of Egypt three da;rel 1hey aaw not one 
anotb91', neither rose any from his place for three daysJ but all tbe 
Children ot Israel had light in their dwellings• 

I 

'lhat 1a the description in its entirety. No more spaoe :ta required. 

Sutticient unto it 1• the darkneas thereof. 1he res<1nana• within •aab ol 

u •an be depended upon to complete 1n ita .tullna•• the .... .,. ol th• ta'. 



Jet· 11anng placed the text before ua, certain other elaente co• t.o _ 
' • 'W\O&"' 

ti -...r the teo oontaina not onl,y darknue bu.t li&b'tt attan cm. •11 

pJnt 1t1? 1,rc fJ'D" , /ft,e, ' 'J? J;:,r, 
children 0£ Ierael bad light in th•tr dwellings. wt all the - · 

- but hal'dl1 olaritt• For the rabbie noticed 
Light n hffl alao, - _ - I 
· ""- darkness and ,._, .,.-..I..£ 

.,., __ about tbiS deaoriptioll. ,.ue Ire not ...... -

separated ge•graphioalqJ mlike the other plagues, ~• l1na of di'V1.s~ 1a 

not between Jropt aDd the I.and of Oolibm, 'tlbe teei~c• ot the Jewa. 'j \~~fl ,eo 

Ti,~ I"' /fc;; ?' J,:> \'fC f e,~ inc? . f j?ifM? ,uc. ~·!> 
~"' t.5 h.,N . •lJr~ uit?? r,fffct rov -J,,,Mc 

.l~r-f jtrc ~'D ~·,JN? '">!NO J '?? /Fc?f/ 9•~e,::, Y'c,rce J.nh/t 

Here is not written· •Land ot Goshen, t ae nth· the other plagaes, 
which contt.rms the rabbinic statemsntf tfllie pl.ague ditterect from enr,y 
other• tor eYen when the Israelite WP. in the house of tJJe FaJ)tian, 
light waa wit.h Mm. 

Sttddeaq the focus is shifted. It is no longer possible to constae 

thia passage as deecribing only the r=1ml:ight and EhadOlra of the external 

world+ tor in that dimnaiou of existenoe it is not possible for two men 

to stand n~ one_ ,riot.her, the one lathed in light, the other shrouded in 

d.annu1. Cl.ear~ aoQthing ~I' U suggestec:(, and the· rabbia, with t.beil-

genius tor using events o! nature to illuminate the 1.rlner l.ite or -, gu:1.,-

us in percei'Ying what this deeper signiriceDCe is. 

f> ~'J'if ~?j \:,•o., h i>t -\Q,h 
darkness-that their e,es ml their heart, were O'T9r00• by darknua 

' 
li,t onl.7 darkneH ot the eyes but da.rkuaa of the h•&l'tt a lack of vision 

at the deepest human level; the tlU\J.N. of the heart, the tne organ or 

'fidon, to see-this ia the only .posaible explanation of \be uneanny 

apectacle ot two men standing beside Olli) another, the one 1mowing ligh\., 

the other out 1n darlales;. 

•• 



' ' 
are quite . u:pllcit about tbiaa · r: 

',., :·: .. '. -_·., '('flo1,. \'~Q, .. ,-~)7i_1lf? Jl(c ~•i) J(t?e,' i '.,.I? ,J,[1 
., .)l<L i>)IJ" 'Je, , 11)\ Jy;, 

•but all the children ot llnel bad light 1D their dwlllnp' 1n 
ther wvo occupied with atten of Torah, aa i\ ii writt&t 'forlb 11 



__ ,., .. .a_ the rabbinic a,mpli• of that briet puaap in Scrip+--.. 
So ~- · - "\W111 

and a beaU~ eDgetie it U• Beauti.tul, and ,..t- --eoaehcnr not fulq 

eo..r it speakl ot light, btlt prorld,ee u none OVael~,. It utiatJinl• &v . 

__. ..... tim bat ••- to le&T8 u u IIIIOh m the dvk u ner apeakl ot ill~ ' - "· . - • 
..... ,.., tbat generation ill BoPt 11hich ~••J ... For it was not_ - · 

. its cJarkneSS., as does huaan I.... • • • wnrr 8ll8 lra9 · •,• . ua1Jir, 
~r,- group and ..,.17 person Jcnofl a nbstant1al -.re ot tl-ouble., ot 

tear, ot be+ p+wl•-Wil!IFU •-- I of dtsperate contuaionJ md .tOI" the 11~ 

it ia not a.tneid to .lmoW that, p"""1cu ace• receind Ulmdnatton 111d 

guiclanh. le ounelna want Ultldn1J.tion tar our own llftl. It "Dl1oe, 

tbent tor Ull to aee how;- more COJ'.loietiJ1' aid .,,_ specif:taaJ.lT, Torah :mq th&\ . . 
gi-ant a/light If '11111-h to •• .. tbi• dq mt· age. And 1ince our 

·Si:drah this nek is oowpied 1'1'.'11 a aerie• of eftllta larpq 
100ieta1 in natu.ra-.--tt ,-,le cm the mw, IQC1al u,hM'fal, the tottering . - . . ' ., ' '. , 

of an empire, unrest, confusion, t~ too Jllisht, wl1 tum our a$t.ntl.on 

\o th1' upect ot o;.. lives 1;(,dq, th• societal in the largest Miae. It is . . - . , . . . 

111.b ~ . •~~ce ot ~ •. ~JIMsi 1'hi~ we lalmr in our liws, bit it 8Ul'8.q 

&as aGC4'tmt toi- i,oaa ot • £e'an, ··• uao~U.a. 
·.t~ ' ·,,, ' ·:1t..u . ' 
ADU well it miglit. 'l«r our -,.,- • "'8ll know., ;u/a u,. 

' ' 
_, EDIE I criaes, shifta in poqrJ and in our ., own time n haw 

IND a neari,- CODJ>l.ete overturning ot: the political. power order pNf'iout~ 
Ill 

JaMnm. It eeems to•· n do not haw to "lti.t tor atomic 

•Joa.ton to tut the earth sixteen degree• on ita m.1, u . a colorful 

cupa1,ne.r suggeste4 dnr1ng the recent elect1ona1 !he earth, if I aJJOt 

ld.ltalcln, bu all'ead;y abified some auteen degrees on ite-.. bu &bUted 

peroepW,J;,- am a;tp;j fican~ eU.twa,ci, toward Alia and toward U'nQ& and 

the near-last, It bu lhitted boll t-he aiaode ot •11]:\ou \o t1le abode ot 

billi~ in taabian1 mid I think all ot ua •••• e.\ .,. lffll 



. _, ... ~,. 8 and t.rollblad bJ" it, 
arealflU'G.,...~ · 

. _, .. around ua. - J. oonterance • 10m o'becure ZJtMa:•-Tbe sigDS a.re~ · 1 
.• .a.a l equals; and perhaps 1n iniportazice e. 

town COJ.dbo 8\u,AMl~ . . . . ' 

"-·" .. .atical. oonvantio~ in t!'d• great OOUl\trf• For that •tter, 
._ 

· · · · . the pd~ ot our Wee_,...,. cittli•ation 4 _ · r the UA'IO powers, · ' ,.. a meeting O . ea · 
~" 1,oua . = spi.rit and ill mmben by' * aa:mtung ~erence, attendld 
dll,st 11hol.J¥ b7 ,~•• .tc,rmarly aubject to the ~._. of the RA.'IO 

ponr8• · In thetnf ~t••~t the,. Ol'Q.tiClll lal'&ell' ot Weat,m sta'tesmanehip, 

JaFopea or.ten~ pOW8l'I -.an nt, Jq• tm ta panted an automatic 
' ' . . 

majariiy.J t~ aubj.i pao~ wte egatnst tbeil' tora~ masters ad 

·~ the 4qt' ~n -. ..... jig tact, fort• t.11_.1,.. Vl)OD 

ua.. . ' :lndirldual . > ,, 

$14 ,iook, at tbt/leade~ c>t ~e ut1Cln1~ 1ithout eaauat,ion 

cau J"11bd a,st Of thea •e lOl'IIP'JT agitator• aga:f.lJSt, Western ponra . . ' .. ' ' . . . 

l'hiOb oontrolled •• peq,lee,. ad llt$q' ot tbaa hov ,peat nhetantial 

ot theb 11:Ja•~:_ ()nfJ llllDMt . •n than Sukamo o! Indonesia or· 
• ' • ·•1 • • ", , 

1,; •xet are· w?'ld iead.«Ml,1'~ 1o be w:lth1 .;w ane ·t.,,;a 
.. 't,',' ./,,. ~_.· •' · - • . . ,,.t • .. :J t • •/ ;,, • , ' • 

is · terta~· * intlumial • ·· o, •1na-1•·, Jre•t.m s-ta~aman, J. 

no-t ~lud1ng our Olm. presiden:t. 

fhese an, but .~~es 0£. what is happening in our 110rl.d t,odq, of \he 

•ttuat:lon we £tll08. 

And tbe p-ea\ 1tht..R haa btpa. 

AJ.NacC,- ,.. eaa tMl, it,- M that u ti:-• 1-\ Aa!a 1e tan ·o.1.At 
.n., all, • ..,.. Ghild ca the world •-• llitb marm P'Qlll'l ae.d. 

1a ,.,111" • ,at bonl, t.hoagh it oan ,. teit. thnehing in-. •Ill. 1ml. 

.tD .,. , o b.JUt' a chronicle u thia J.aUl1 •n1a ehoul4 130\ be -~ 



_.,.h barOl.7 concoivod, its time Will oome ~. anct ,._ -·~ . - . .... the colossus of the north like to think. oft as we .1,,1£ . 

ing perlod of history- 'llhich 1r0 li'Ylte · · 
It is en ~s . . 1Blaettled, 'll 

. . . . .. t dab~ frightening. A1ld to llOJlle it il, Sld . undors . an . . . •eema claz-k 
· · serious D11sg1,r1..,_ 

. t rreneh ofi'icial vo;cers . . --~s about the tut 
! prom:1nen .. · . neld so JIQJch 4 ... - . . . ure ot 

-p,r,r#r b1oc• can ·. ·. -..&..&.uenceJ ....... h . 
- a,r . * ""-LC 1s Perh 

a polite mq o~ sqing that democracy ian t so 1:IJUch aa i'\ . apa 

tha.,. th. .., West is ou:tnted tram time to titla. Another "'---~ to '-• nmr " "" · . . · ·· ~ant.~ 
official, less poll to, . statell that his country• s policy- Will • · 11¥ tiot 'be 

determiJied_ by' p09ple who have onlq ;recently achieved the_ cuJ.tural ata~ at 
. ,. , . . . . ., 

bart,ariana,, frd An extre~ilij' 1:Dpo.rtant figure in our onn country responda 

to a 11118stion , about the eplit in the we,tern alliance in these terma, 

•tha mite race" undoubtedly is going to "hc'lllg togetilel"" in lfOrld at.fairs. 

niese, I think, . are typical voices; voicer, lthich do express part, o! mat 

we £eel; but we must note that ' they are voices which see the world as 

essentially in contllct, llhich see their own interests thteatened b;r this 

upsurge o! tornr,rly subjugated peQple~. In short.; they are voices which 
' . . -. ' . , -. . , 

~ak out o~ darkneGsJ whieh see chaos, d.anpr, destruction, and respond 

aecording:q. 

Now not for a moment would. I sugge5t that there is not mnch cont'rcnting 
, ... . 1th . would l del\1 that there 111 about 11b.ieh we might well be apprehens.i.V:J ne er . 

. . . . i..,..,.J . u,it'a4;:&kllitSIJPll!t ait 1110uld 1s a componentmof darknsss 1!l our :si tuat ex~ 

. . . t ,_ re light than darl:nesa, 
assert that in tha world today ti.'lere is infini 0~ 1:0 · . 

· · tar · . · . and that it is precia~ 
· cause for rejoicing than for tu9:spdr, · 

. For in our Sidtah tor this 
the light of Torah ,mich oan reveal this to ua1 

1119k Torah ie apllcit~ de.tined :in one aspectc 



"that the Torah of the ~rd mq be 1n tl'l7 aoutba that lfith a atsrong 
hand bath the J.l)rd brought thee out ot Egypt." 

t this after all, lthich :Ls truly afoot 1n the 11t>rld t.odan "'-Is it no · 1 .u10ae 
. d --th the tradition ot Tar•, llbieh oODStaut:q l"eld.nds 

o! us endofl " .a. . ua ot 
t i tJ' . of our own redeq)tion .t!om bondage, Jaiat eui-.,_ 

our Offll O'} f~ J\ iC , --, 
' that ver, spirit of l'ede~u 

recogniH in ill these catadJ.1'sms · on at 1'Drk 
in the m:,r1d. Is the elll9rgence o£ Asia siq)ly' a threat to Western 

civilization? .Perhaps, though it surely need nqt be. Slit l'h~ the 

case; is it mt £4t zooi-e profoundly another grQUp .ot people elpertenc1ng 

tbe begirmingS ·o! ~u liberation, o! their own ~') l rl )\ (c • ] ' after aome 

h.30 ya~ ot ,, ;xn, 1 eem.tit)e? Is it not in reality the mlnifestatian 

of th9 Lo.rd ol History- !lii9 domain 6ctiYe.q- to the tar coimra ot 

the eart.h? .'Dl,a !rail Jllan in the loin el.Qth who wiihout hatred or "f1olence 

led a revolution} his fellOw' ~ri•ner and wccesSOl" llho noir leads a gnat 

nat~ave .• a mar_. .strik:lng .. , ~c9f;.?o1e~ ~) , ~'JIO(C ) '),N ',) 
•the lord J,ooseth the prisoners,; the u,rd rQi.se\h 'lilt them that · are bowed down• 

. ·· · from Jnt!a, Indon8'1a, everi ~a and s.t.A!r:lca 
And what ot the students who eoma to this count17 tG learn,/ so that the7 'flll13 

ta.Y...e control. o! their own destinies? .!lhe,- 'rill have no more o! WestGl'D 

~111:na\ion, but ,shall ,re see lt \hen u darmeBB? l:1 it not S'.lother 

:1nspir:1ng ex.41e ot the be~ ot selt...asseriion ton.rd .tall hmua 

dignity? I1 it 1;1ot snot.her instance of th• spirit of reaempt.ion a.broad ,qon 
• .1.1,, .. ~st1ta:Uena could~ 

the earth? XZ1 pX erf'ic,ttS ikaoe8, u.e m 

'~ f Eftlfkme,' R~ 
W. ot •ieft i:e Mt to oq +,bet o" P."'ll peu on ° 

:l:t ls~ :U ~e 
1raonaa~w eel.longed. ~d:1.3 i-t ll'lll, k.d 

, . +..¼sfied M e oe a&fl1 of 
--P•~s ef ihW WO'l"J:d,, U thq g;.: - DV&BgeP)i 'fiill be DB 

. Ni tl OfW yd.\l,19ellll'I 
~•1r Reeded Ha~ae GheJJOlPOd 1ie prov:lrl:tng Americans 1 

1:1 



outside 
,..... :need not 1oolr/f1ilr!\+- •Millll our own bordera •-Actual--.,, •~ "" aee t.hia 

Fo _._ .. in Amarioan poll tical 1+ I ow 
spi.rl t at work. . r "'""" ' • or leligiO\la 

. nr.are with the p11enomrmon of VDntamerr, AlalleJaa, _ historr can co- ~ere t.he 
_ _. J.'-• M"ll"lx-essed, with great dignity, w1:t.hcut malice -

dClllltJ-oddetl 1:11» \111<1 vrr · . I -

. ,.a,,ts !or the!llSelves with the belJ> ot that Great .Folrer ot 
achieved nerr r-"e• 

Red~:iaa m.1.oh 1.IJ aDt.ive in the um.varse7 I£ fl can bat l'ealize that 

this is uhat is happelling in the world todq, perhaps 1nt ahaJJ. 88 . •~~n 
more light. Jnd though our arm •••11•• cOJllfort mq no lcmger bame 10 eaay 

(!or how long, o.t'tw- all, will the peoples of the wrld be c.rontent to see 

valuable resources ch~eled to,rard providing Americans ldth wnr yearly 

indulgence in the shape of an auto. two inches longer, shorter, highv; or 

lower depending on the year>. perhaps we shall kllOw same consolation in 

the recogJrl.tion that others are ••'•1*'••4110 beginning_ to !eel like 

di gnified hlllilSn beings created in the image o! their lakerj 

To see the world darkly in thia dq' q age can on:cy- mean that we haw 

lost the light of Torah, that we are no longer capable of recognizing at 
tirst hand instances ot our cmn supreme nl:igio~rlcw. 

~\~~~t-1 j\\C' J', the redemption !rom bondage., 
!I.. .n & L • J 4 1. $ .,,,.i}llt])>JQUMQHWI H - • JLJl!r 

-&¥ml 
~@I ,1&g.q1~liY . 

~,, 1,111111ws1, • as~,~~ 
th loss f4 imi&ht on 01l1' 

hQlillk/1• An<l this is tragic not only for e 
. res ond constructivel:1 

part,, 1'ut .tor the 110Q0.mpa1J1ing losa of the abi.Jj.t;r to P 
' . f idrah to challenges. Coll!lenting 00 the pas1age in this week 8 S · 

\ '.h bJ,,r V re Wi' (C{f \ 'h fc. J, fc V fe lk? \C}: 
"they 811W not one man his brother, neither rose any fra11 his plaee", 

Rab'oi Iaa.ac Keir of aer remarkod• , 

"Re l!lho 1lil.1. not lOok at hi.8 brother w1ll soon com to thi.• • 
He lfill c~ to h1a pJ.aoe and not be able to .me boDl it.• 



TrUlY that is the caae. If we can but sec one another we l!lball know how to 

d 
.s.- the crisis :tllU todqJ i! mt, we shall Nmain se.lfish reapon = t 

d hall sure~ perish. To look at and know OUr t , , _ iJmOObillZed, 8n S . 8.i-um 

nen~--that is the one thing ,ro eQI?nOt d1Sponse 1d th;&. But not to kno,r thea 

abb~""' thingB.,JfO rmntJ not to kroll' them s1q,1y ae .......,_ 
simplY 1.1.1, people gr .L.Ut!I ..-,-

prlJldu._ peop1e wt:io haven't tho 03P8City to appreciate the t1Jl6a 
of western oivilizationJ not even to lolo1i th8 moet 118gl'esaive ot them 88 

amply evil aggressors, the position we nl1 too often take. &t; rather 

to l<now them as children of Ood-t as creatures 'fl'ho, like ourselvee,1 ellbody 

the Divina image; to s:ee in their struggles and strivings, even thoee 

directed agaimt us1 the e:xpression of that J:l:rine Ul"~ toward rede~t!on 

ilhich is the heart of histo:ryt that ie the pe.th wnd then;r which )'1.eldt 

light. 

We e.bove all peoples are blessed 1n inheriting a traditon o! Torah llhich 

bu as its central mrareness God the Redeemer mani.festll'lg Himself in hi.story. 

1n this age as in previous ages it ifs Olll' most valuable possession, for by 

this ~t we can look at the 190rld searchingly and truly and yet see lightJ 

m.th this ,re mw penetrat e the darknes s and .li~,. · In thmmrds or the 

1, Psalmists 

For witJ1 Thee is t he sourM of life 
And it 1s 1,r ligllt that we do see llgbt. 

-
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